What is a Feller Buncher?

With its massive metal jaws and razor-sharp whirling saw blades, the "feller buncher" is a powerful machine used to harvest trees. It has rubber tires or tracks, and is equipped with a power plant, operator cab, and felling head attached to a moveable, extendable arm. A grappling device on the feller head is used to clasp the trunk of the tree, while a built-in disc saw or chain saw "fells" or severs it from its stump. The machine then lifts the severed tree, lowers it into a horizontal position, and drops it on a "bunch" of logs piled on the ground. Feller bunchers are equipped with headlights, and can be used in round-the-clock logging operations. The use of feller bunchers in the forestry industry has reduced the number of employees required for large-scale logging operations. Conservationists have raised concerns about the impact of heavy logging machinery such as feller bunchers and skidders on soil compaction and erosion.
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 To Learn:

1) what does the technology look like 

2) what is the purpose of the technology

3) how does the technology change industry?
4) the impact of technology 
Title of Article: _____________________
	Engineer/Designer

· Responsible for creating[image: image3.wmf] technology                      
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· Knows how the technology works

	-explain what the piece of technology looks like

	- explain what the technology is used for
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· maximizing profits 
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· Negative Impact of technology

	- explain how it has changed and improved the industry from how it used to be

	-explain how the technology negatively impacts humans and the environment


