What's new with robotic milkers?
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by Bob Meyer

The WPS Farm Show is a prime example of how these annual events are showcases for the latest developments and improvements to technology. Several companies are showing off the newest improvements in robotic milking machines. Rick Rugg with Lely says they have a number of units working throughout Wisconsin and have happy cows and happy farmers. “Cows want to do three things every day, the want to lay down, they want to eat and they want to get milked.” Robot milkers let the cows do those things when they want to. It does take a day or two for the cows to get used to the machine but once they understand the process, they like it. 

The cow is identified by individual neck tags, lasers are used to locate the teats, they are prepped individually and then the teat cups are applied individually. On average, the whole process takes about 8 minutes so Rugg says one robot can do around 160 milkings in a 24-hour period. Now because a cow can choose to be milked 3 or 4 times a day, the total number of cows milked will vary. “In a typical robotic facility, the average milking is 2.7 to 3.2 milkings per cow per day.” Rudd says that works out to 55 to 70 cows. The robot is also able to identify treated cows and will discard the milk, then wash the milker before the next cow enters. “It has a very, very sophisticated herd management system.” He says while the cow is milking, she is weighed, milk flow and quality is measured from each teat, “There is just a whole slough of management reports the farmer can utilize.” 

Rugg says the robot is not for everybody, if you have good hired milkers and you like dealing with those workers, that is fine. “The advantage of the robot is it is very consistent.” Rugg points to the fact it is always there and it milks the same way every time. Another advantage he feels is udder health in that heavy producers can choose to be milked 3, 4 or more times per day. “It really depends on the labor situation and each individual farm.”
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 To Learn:

1) what does the technology look like 

2) what is the purpose of the technology

3) how does the technology change industry?
4) the impact of technology 
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· Knows how the technology works

	-explain what the piece of technology looks like

	- explain what the technology is used for
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· maximizing profits 
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· Negative Impact of technology

	- explain how it has changed and improved the industry from how it used to be

	-explain how the technology negatively impacts humans and the environment


