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	This course was designed in accordance with the Ontario Curriculum Policy Document for Canadian Geography.

	Teacher:                  Gord Zubyck

Program Leader:     Dominique Bertrand
Principal:                 Jeff Curtis

	Course Description:

	This course draws upon students’ everyday experiences and uses a variety of frameworks, including the ecozone framework, to help students learn about the geography of Canada and the country’s place in the global community. Students will investigate the interconnections among the country’s land forms, climates, soils, plants, animals, and human activities in order to understand Canada’s character and diversity. This course includes the following curriculum areas or strands: Geographic Foundations: Space and Systems, Human-Environment Interactions, Global Connections, Understanding and Managing Change, and Methods of Geographic Inquiry.

	Areas of Study

	Unit 1 - 

Natural Systems
	The unit on natural systems introduces students to the concept of Ecozones; their components, the variables which define and influence their existence, and their spatial organization within Canada’s physical context.  Within the framework of the ecozones model, students investigate the links between living and non-living systems in nature and the connections which exist among ecozones.


	Unit 2 - 

Human Systems
	In this investigation of human systems, students are given the opportunity to develop skills in geographic inquiry through the creation, analysis and interpretation of a variety of geographic representations including graphs, maps, data charts, and organizers. The relationship between human systems and ecozones are also explored.

	Unit 3 -

Humans in the Environment
	This unit centres on our place within the local bioregion and the natural systems inherent within a specific bioregion. On a national scale, concentration is on natural resource use with a focus on energy creation and consumption. The conflicting demands we place on our environment are addressed both through a study of our unique ecological footprint.

	Unit 4 - 

Global Interactions
	In this investigation of Canada’s links to the global community, students are given the opportunity to investigate our international role with respect to environmental, cultural, and economic activities. Students investigate the role that Canada plays with respect to the developed and less developed countries emphasizing aid, economic, tourism and recreational links. Also, there is a focus on the relationship of human and natural global systems affecting the quality of life for Canadians.

	Unit 5 - Sustainable Development
	In this unit students complete a culminating task related to the overall and specific expectations from throughout the course.  This activity addresses the themes of sustainability, conflict over resource use, and changes over time. 

	Texts and/or resource materials:
	Experience Canada, Oxford (Replacement cost: 79.95)

Canada and the World, Prentice Hall (Replacement cost: 39.25)

** If students lose or damage texts, they must pay the replacement cost.

	Assessment:

	The Ontario Curriculum, Grades 9, 10 and 11, identifies four major categories of knowledge and skills which are the basis for assessment and evaluation in this course.  Level 3 represents the provincial standard.  Each unit will include a variety of formative assessment activities from the four major categories that provide students with the tools and the practice required to demonstrate their learning in Summative Assessment activities that culminate each unit and form 70% of the final mark. A final project and/or examination which includes the four categories of Knowledge/Understanding, Thinking/Inquiry, Communication and Application will result in 30% of the final mark.  Learning skills (Works Independently, Teamwork, Organization, Work Habits/Homework and Initiative) are assessed separately with a letter symbol: E, G, S, N.)

	Strands:
	Natural Systems

Human Systems

Humans in the Environment

Global Interactions

Sustainable Development
	

	The above strands will reflect the following:
	Knowledge & Comprehension

Thinking & Inquiry 

Application 

Communication 
	25%

25%

25%

25%

	Contact Information
	
	

	Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions about this course and/or your child’s progress. 
	e-mail: gordon.zubyck@ucdsb.on.ca
	telephone:

445-2659


For a detailed list of specific curriculum expectations for this course, visit the following website: http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/document/curricul/secondary/progplan/progplan.html (follow links for CGC 1P).
